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A. ...In-between places,...cracks and crevasses,...leaks,...intervals,..margins,... 


Identify a ‘leak’ or ‘opening’ or ‘in-between’ place from your environment or 
your own experience. Examine and research this 'in-between’ place and create 
a piece or series of pieces which explores this notion. 


Truth and meaning: the two are likely to be equated with one another. Yet, 

what is put forth as truth is often nothing more than a meaning. And what 

persists between the meaning of something and its truth 1s the interval. 
Trinh T. Minh-Ha 


B. Beyond the Visual and Other Senses 


In medical history there have been a few rare cases of the restoration of 
vision in adulthood to a patient blind from early childhood. What would 
vision be like? Would it be normal? What does it mean to 'receive' sight? Is 
experience necessary to see? Does one have to learn to see? 


When we open our eyes each morning, it is upon a world we have spent a 
lifetime learning to see. We are not given the world: we make our world 
through incessant experience, categorization, memory, reconnection. 

But what happens when there is no visual memory to support a_ perception, 
no world of experience and meaning awaiting. The retina and optic nerve are 
active, transmitting impuslses, but the brain can make no sense of them, is 
not able to decipher what it is seeing. (From "To See and Not See", Oliver 
Sacks, The New Yorker, June 1993) 


In Southern California, where a large number of Cambodian refugees from 
the Pol Pot regime have now settled, there is an inordinately high degree of 
blindness among the women refugees. The blindness has no discernable 
cause or source according to numerous and rigourous medical tests. All the 
women had witnessed atrocities, torture and death of friends and loved ones. 
What has been proposed is being called "hysterical blindness’ - the body 
choosing not to see when seeing becomes to painful - the body turning in on 
itself to protect itself. 


I can't hear properly. Everything sounds muffled, indistinct. It is as if I have 
cotton batton in my ears. I put my fingers to my ears and realize that I do have 
cotton batton in my ears. But I didn't put it there. 

I can't hear properly. Everything sounds muffled, indistinct. It is as if I have 
cotton batton in my ears. I put my fingers to my ears and realize that Ido have 
cotton batton in my ears. But I didn't put it there. 


Make a piece or series of pieces that explores your response or own experience 
in relation to these ideas. Other senses than sight could/should be explored. 
The piece may take any form. 


